Literary Studies of Islamic Texts A Biannual journal

Vol. 10, No. 1, Spring & Summer 2025, Issue 27

A Critical Analysis of the Syntactic Variants of Ma al-Za’idah (Redundant
Ma3) in the Holy Qur’an
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Abstract

Divine speech is free from the presence of meaningless or superfluous
particles, as such redundancy would contradict the elevated level of eloquence
and rhetorical perfection of the Holy Qur’an. However, the attribution of
redundancy to certain particles does not imply that they are futile or void of
meaning; rather, in verses containing ma al-za’idah, semantic and functional
values are added to the expression, thereby enhancing its meaning. From
a syntactic perspective, these particles have no grammatical function or
inflectional effect, which may explain why they are described as “redundant”.
Classical exegetical and grammatical sources have identified various reasons
for the occurrence of redundant ma in numerous Qur’anic verses, and in
many cases, this interpretation is widely accepted among grammarians
and exegetes. Nevertheless, in some verses, due to variant readings or the
possibility of different syntactic analyses, disagreement arises regarding
whether ma is redundant, relative (mawsdlah), or infinitive (masdariyyah). In
such verses, divergent views are also expressed concerning the reasons and
functions of redundancy. Using a descriptive—analytical approach and relying
on library-based research, the present study examines these disputed verses
and analyzes the syntactic and semantic implications of ma al-za’idah in the
Holy Qur’an.
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