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Literary Flaws in Ali Maleki’s Readable Translation of the Qur’an with

Emphasis on the Last Five Parts (Ajza’) of the Qur’an
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Abstract

The translation of the Holy Qur’an into other languages is one of the most
significant scholarly endeavors and requires the highest level of academic
precision. Although this issue has been addressed since the early centuries
of Islam and numerous translators have produced Qur’anic translations, no
translation has yet fully met the expectations of contemporary society or
been entirely free from flaws. Consequently, the critical evaluation of Qur’anic
translations can play an essential role in improving their quality. This study
adopts a descriptive—critical approach to examine and evaluate Ali Maleki’s
Readable Translation of the Qur’an, with a particular focus on the last five
parts of the Qur’an, drawing upon lexical, exegetical, and literary sources. The
findings indicate that although this translation is fluent, simple, and accessible
to the general public, it has not been able to fully preserve all literary features
of the original Arabic text and contains numerous literary deficiencies. The
primary cause of these shortcomings appears to be insufficient attention
to the source language of the Qur’an. The study identifies 26 lexical errors,
49 morphological errors, 21 syntactic errors, and 20 rhetorical errors in the
translation of the last five parts of the Qur’an, which are summarized in a table
presented at the end of the article.
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