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Abstract

Discourse is a linguistic phenomenon produced through communication, and
its form is influenced by the social context in which it emerges. Therefore,
in discourse analysis, the relationship between language and ideology is
reciprocal, and beneath the surface structure of discourse lie multiple layers
of meaning. Dominant contexts, environmental conditions, and the speaker’s
beliefs and ideology all play a crucial role in shaping an influential discourse.
Van Dijk’s theory is among the most prominent models of discourse analysis,
as it examines the relationship between internal and external textual criteria
and analyzes the dominant power structures of a society through three
dimensions: description, interpretation, and explanation. In this study, by
focusing on language use and the interaction between beliefs (cognition) and
social interaction reflected in the sermons of Imam Ali and Lady Zaynab, an
attempt is made to analyze the behavioral characteristics of the people of Kufa
that contributed to the formation of this discourse. Employing a descriptive—
analytical methodology and linguistic approaches to discourse analysis, the
study conducts a comparative analysis of Lady Zaynab’s sermon with the
sermons of Imam Ali. The most frequent linguistic tools used to highlight the
hypocrisy, deceit, and cunning of the Kufans in the sermons of Imam Ali and
Lady Zaynab are manifested in Qur’anic intertextuality, allegorical metaphors,
and similes.

Keywords: Discourse analysis; Imam Ali; Lady Zaynab; Linguistic implications;
Semantic implications; Intertextuality theory; Van Dijk.
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