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From “Dukhan” to “Seven Heavens”: Artistic Imagery and Cosmic

Aesthetics in Verses 9-12 of Surah Fussilat
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Abstract

Within the field of Qur’anic studies and the aesthetics of art, new analytical
approaches are essential for understanding the rhetorical depth and profound
impact of divine discourse. This necessity becomes particularly significant in
cosmic verses due to their thematic complexity and rich potential for imagery,
thereby highlighting the urgent need for innovative, non-metaphysical
interpretations. Focusing on verses 9—12 of Surah Fussilat, the present study
aims to identify the components of artistic imagery and rhetorical aesthetics
through the lens of literary criticism and the hermeneutics of art. Employing
a descriptive—analytical and interdisciplinary approach based on textual
analysis and comparative rhetorical studies, the research examines the role
of metaphor, simile, and phonetic harmony in creating a dynamic and three-
dimensional image of the process of creation. The findings demonstrate that
through precise word choice and syntactic structure, the Holy Qur’an not
only conveys cosmic realities but also constructs a visual-auditory gallery
of creation, offering the reader an aesthetic and contemplative experience.
These verses, through their unique verbal architecture, transcend mere
narration and engage in artistic creation, presenting a vivid and tangible image
of the emergence of the heavens from “smoke” (dukhan) and their sevenfold
structure, thereby stimulating the imagination and inviting reflection on the
grandeur of creation.

Keywords: Cosmic rhetoric; Qur’anic imagery; Hermeneutics of reception;
Surah Fussilat; Mythical implications.
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