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Abstract

One of the signs of the Quran’s miraculous nature is its eloquence and
rhetorical precision. Since the early days of Islam, scholars have regarded
the Quran as the greatest literary masterpiece in Arabic, serving as both a
linguistic jewel and a primary source for Arabic grammatical rules. Despite
this, attempts have been made to challenge its divine nature, often by
alleging linguistic errors in the Quran.

One such claim concerns the use of pronouns with ambiguous referents.
This study examines three cases of this claim—Surah Al-Ankabut (29:47),
Surah As-Sajdah (32:23), and Surah Yusuf (12:42)—using an analytical and
comparative method. By reviewing the views of grammarians and
exegetes, this research identifies the most valid interpretations, ultimately
reaffirming the Quran’s linguistic precision and miraculous nature.

Findings show that criticisms of the Quran’s pronoun usage stem from a
lack of consideration for key linguistic factors, including:

Arabic eloquence and rhetoric

Logical coherence

Lexical meanings

Contextual clues (both internal and external)

Additionally, the study highlights "equivocation" as a rhetorical device in
the Quran, reinforcing its impeccable linguistic structure.
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Pronoun Reference
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