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Descriptive-Analytical Examination of Figurative Expressions in Three
Verses of the Qur'an and Three Hadiths from Nahj al-Balagha

(Case Study: Reviewing Selected Translations, Interpretations, and Commentaries of the
Qur'an and Nahj al-Balagha)*
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Abstract

Figurative expressions have always been an essential stylistic feature in all
languages. The Quran and Nahj al-Balagha, which communicate with
people in a language familiar to the general public, are rich in such
expressions. One of the challenges in translating these texts into Persian
lies in rendering their figurative language. Among the various
communicative or semantic translation approaches used by translators,
certain shortcomings have been identified, highlighting the necessity of
this research.

This study adopts a descriptive-comparative method and utilizes library
research to evaluate selected translations and determine the most
accurate meanings of figurative expressions. Additionally, the views of
Qur'anic commentators and Nahj al-Balagha scholars on these expressions
are examined comparatively.

Findings reveal that the use of figurative literary devices enhances the
appeal of these texts and plays an unparalleled role in conveying the
messages of the Quran and Nahj al-Balagha. Moreover, regarding the
figurative expression in Quran 18:42, the first category of translations is
deemed most accurate; in Quran 43:18, the second category; and in
Qur'an 28:10, the third category.

For Nahj al-Balagha, it is observed that in Sermon 2, all translations
convey a similar meaning. However, in Saying 14, translators in the second
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and third groups attempt to clarify the figurative expression by adding
explanations. In Saying 160, the second group's translation is identified as
the most accurate..
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Eloquence, Figurative Expressions
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