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Analysis of Searle's Speech Acts in the Sermon of Qasi‘a from the
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Abstract

The examination of religious texts for the purpose of decoding them from
the perspective of cognitive linguistics has been conducted in this
research through a descriptive-analytical approach. The study aims to
analyze the fivefold speech acts of Searle (1969) in the Sermon of Qasi‘a
from Nahj al-Balagha. The current research focuses on analyzing Sermon
192 (Qasi‘a), which addresses the themes of avoiding Satan and arrogance
in Nahj al-Balagha, based on Searle’s classification of speech acts. The
results of this investigation reveal that Imam Ali (AS), in this sermon from
Nahj al-Balagha, predominantly utilized directive and representative
speech acts with high frequency, while employing expressive, commissive,
and declarative acts to a lesser extent, to convey his message to the
audience in a wise and impactful manner. The findings of this analysis
indicate that Imam Ali (AS) used directive and representative speech acts
more frequently due to the situational and political circumstances of that
time. This is because the sermon was delivered during a period when his
objective was to offer admonition, advice, and guidance.
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